
 

DRAFT 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 

May 22, 2019 

7:00 PM 

 

Supervisor Valentine opened the meeting at 7:12pm followed by a salute to the flag. Members present: Supervisor Valentine, 

Councilman Perez, Councilwoman Smith, Absent: Councilman Wensley  

 

Also Present:  Scott Bonacic, Esq. – Bonacic, McMahon, Al Fusco – Fusco Engineering 

 

STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD 

 

Councilwoman Smith commented that she has never said anything bad about Councilman Finizia and he had no right to 

make derogatory remarks as they have to work together. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MEETING MINUTES 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Perez and second by Councilman Finizia to accept the Town Board Meeting 

Minutes of April 24, 2019 as presented by Town Clerk Zappala. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

STANDARD WORKDAY RESOLUTION 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Perez to adopt the Standard Workday 

Resolution for Elected and Appointed Officials for calendar year 2019. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF TOWN CODE 

 

Supervisor Valentine explained that the Sugar Loaf Festival has been granted permission to have a beer garden on Town 

Property. As such, the Town will have to temporarily suspend the Local Law concerning open containers on Town Property. 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Perez to suspend 33-2 of Local Law 3 of 

1980 to allow alcohol on Town Property during the Sugar Loaf Festival on May 25-27, 2019. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Councilman Finizia asked if they would be providing additional insurance. Supervisor Valentine said the 

exemption applies to the consumption of alcohol on the property. Attorney Bonacic further explained that the Police would 

not have to enforce that provision of the law. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

TEMPORARY EMPLOYEE 

 

Supervisor Valentine explained how the Carpenter Park Pavilion started out as a donation of materials and now is being 

finished by the Town with the use of a temporary employee at prevailing rate to be paid out of Parkland Fees, and additional 

help coming from volunteers and Highway Department.  He said this will keep the Town’s expenses down. 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Perez to hire Jerry Kirkland as a 

temporary employee at the prevailing rate for heavy building and highway carpenter. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Councilman Finizia asked what the maximum amount would be to pay for the work and where it would be 

coming from.  Supervisor Valentine said it is being paid from Parkland Fees and expected to take about two weeks and the 

hourly rate thereafter. 

 



 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

SUMMER CAMP HIRES 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Perez to hire Heather Alvarez as 

Assistant Director of the Summer Camp Program for the Town of Chester. 

 

DISCUSSION: Councilman Finizia asked if these were new hires.  Supervisor Valentine said they were previously employed 

by the Town. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Perez and second by Councilman Finizia to hire Bridget Scrobe as Medical 

Director of the Summer Camp Program for the Town of Chester. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Finizia and second by Councilman Perez to hire Justin Quiles as Activities 

Director of the Summer Camp Program for the Town of Chester. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

CPR CERTIFICATION 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Finizia and second by Councilman Perez to approve the CPR training of 

Felicia Quinn, Heather Alvarez, Bridget Scrobe, and Justin Quiles on June 6, 219 in Circleville, NY at a cost of $100. 

p/person. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

SENIOR CENTER RAILINGS 

 

Councilwoman Smith said three quotes were received at prevailing wage for the Senior Center railing project. They are: 

 

Ketcham Fencing  $15,000 

Kipernus   $15,000 

Fesco Fence  $18,029 

 

She said she was inclined to go with Ketcham since they were very interested in the project. They would be providing 

aluminum railings mounted in concrete outside the sidewalk. 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Perez to accept the proposal from 

Ketcham Fencing to install railings at the Chester Senior Center at a prevailing wage cost of $15,000.00. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

EDUCATION REQUESTS 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Finizia and second by Councilman Perez to approve the attendance of Tom 

Keller and Bill Keller to the Hudson Valley Water Works Conference on June 12, 2019 in Montgomery, NY at a cost of 

$30.00 p/person. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

 

 



 

REPORTS 

 

Supervisor Valentine read the Recreation Department Report which appears below in its entirety: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Supervisor Valentine read the Engineer’s Report which appears below in its entirety: 

 
CHESTERDALE: 

Reviewed SWPPP’s weekly reports. 

 

RIDGEVIEW: 

Owner re-requested bond reduction.  We will review with Board and Highway Superintendent. 

 

WOODRIDGE: 

Review of SWPPP weekly reports. 

 

ASHFORD: 

NOT signed and submitted.  Final punch list being prepared.  Will review paperwork.  Expect dedication in near future. 

 

GREENS AT CHESTER: 

They have returned to work.  The silt fence is maintained.  The grass is growing from the hydroseeding.  We are inspecting 

daily. 

 

HIGHWAY GARAGE: 

We have begun developing plans for select demolition and re-construction.  Working with Highway Superintendent.  We 

have made a top priority. 

 
RESOLUTION DECLARING HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT GARAGE EMERGENCY 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Perez to declare the Town of Chester 

Highway Garage condition, as a result of fire, an emergency to forego any procurement requirements to expedite the 

restoration project. 

 
DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Smith asked if there would be any grant money. Engineer Fusco commented that there may 

be some grants available through DASNY to be allocated for this purpose. Councilman Finizia said the insurance policy 

should be reviewed for coverage limits.  He asked when the drawings would be available.  Engineer Fusco said the demo 

drawings are ready for selective demolition and he added that the foundation, floor and sides of the center bay have been 

found compromised. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Finizia and second by Councilwoman Smith to enter in an Executive Session 

on a matter of attorney/client privilege at 7:35pm. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Finizia and second by Councilwoman Smith to adjourn the Executive Session 

at 8:00pm. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Valentine, Finizia, Perez, Smith, ABSENT 1: Wensley     ADOPTED 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Supervisor Valentine announced the Town Clerk’s upcoming Town-wide Shred Event to be held on August 23, 2019 from 

10am-12 noon at the Chester Town Hall.  All residents with proper identification are welcome to bring their unwanted paper 

documents during these hours for secure and proper destruction.  For more information, residents may call the Town Clerk at 

467-7000x4. 

 



 

Supervisor Valentine announced Middletown Thrall Library lecture on Low Waste Life & Recycling Right for practical ways 

to go low waste on June 10, 2019, 6-7:30pm. This event is free and open to the public. 

 

Supervisor Valentine announced the Orange County Hazardous Waste Event on June 8, 2019 at the Port Jervis High School 

For more information, call 291-2346. 

 

Supervisor Valentine announced the upcoming installation of Smart Meters by O&R to the following streets in the month of 

June: 

 

BROOKSIDE AVE 

CHESTER-MALL 

CONKLINTOWN RD 

FARMINGDALE RD 

GOSHEN RD 

HAMBLETONIAN 

AVE 

HULSETOWN RD 

IMPERIAL PARK 

IMPERIAL-PARK DR 

MAGNOLIA DR 

RICK WAY 

ROUTE-17 

ROUTE-17M 

SUMMERVILLE WAY 

WARD RD 

WOODRIDGE DR 

 

A discussion ensured concerning the Town adopting a resolution for opting out of the exchange and not being charged.   

 

Supervisor Valentine announced the availability of the Sugar Loaf Hamlet store directory and street map, which includes the 

SLPAC, at the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall. 

 

TOWN BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Councilwoman Smith reported on the Recreation Director’s recommended purchase of 8 pieces of adult gym equipment, at 

approximately $25,000 for the senior center grounds, for which grant money should be forthcoming.  This project will take 

some time with possible completion by next spring.  She said the railroad crossing at Greycourt is to be repaired tomorrow.  

Councilwoman Smith announced the upcoming carnival to be held May 30-June 1, 2019 at St. Columba’s RC Church and the 

Village concert series to be held on Tuesdays starting the second week of June. 

 

Councilman Finizia announced the Sugar Loaf Crossing Concerts hosted by Mr. Logothetis starting July 4, 2019. He said the 

Sugar Loaf Firehouse will be on hand providing food.  He suggest that there be one or two spaces designated for 15 minute 

parking at Town Hall. Councilman Finizia stated the NYS Audit of the Town was perfect except for the addition of electronic 

timekeeping.  He said a system should be purchased or if more cost effective, the old system be re-installed. 

 

Supervisor Valentine announced the Orange County Arts Council’s 10 Minute Play Festival in August at the Sugar Loaf 

Performing Arts Center. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Tracy Shuh, Preservation Collective, asked about the installation of a sign outside the SLPAC, ahead of the festival this 

weekend.  Supervisor Valentine said signs will be erected.  She spoke on the Orange County Municipal Planning 

Federation’s workshops as a means for continuing education. She suggested the use of a binder to include educational 

information on sessions attended, for future reference. Ms. Shuh said she recently attended a session on the economic 



 

benefits of trees, for which she submitted a synopsis included below. She also referenced her letter concerning maintenance 

security on street tree plantings, before bonds are returned, which follows. 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Sue Bahren, Whispering Hills, announced the Kiwanis 5K races on Saturday, May 25th starting approximately 8:40-8:45am.  

She said there are 178 runners expected with a weather forecast of 78 degrees and low humidity.  She cautions drivers on 

Main, Maple and Hudson throughout the race.  Ms. Bahren commented the appointment of Jerry Kirkland requires a motion 

to transfer funds from parkland to personal services, and specific amount detailed.  She said she was worried about volunteers 

and injuries that may be sustained. 

 

Chris Mauer, Creamery Pond, thanked the Town Board for moving forward with a resolution concerning the opt-out of smart 

meters from O&R and that John Vero would be introducing this at the County. She said she would follow up with more 

information about the resolution language.  Ms. Mauer said her senior club is already getting inquiries but she cannot do 

anything without a budget.  Supervisor Valentine said this matter must be discussed amongst the Town Board first. 

 

Ruth Harris, The Chronicle, commented that trees give off pure oxygen and nothing else on this planet does. 

 

PDR UPDATE 

 

Supervisor Valentine thanked Senator Skoufis and Assemblyman Schmidt for their support of the Town’s resolution 

regarding the transfer tax for the Community Preservation Fund and for presenting matching bills in both chambers. He also 

gave his support for the County’s effort to gain home rule on this issue. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Finizia to adjourn the meeting at 

8:30pm, there being no further business brought before the Town Board.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Linda A. Zappala 

Town Clerk 

2019-05-22 


