
 

 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 14, 2019 

7:00 PM 

Deputy Supervisor Smith opened the meeting at 7:10pm followed by a salute to the flag. Members present: Deputy 

Supervisor Smith, Councilman Perez, Councilman Wensley, Councilman Finizia. Absent:  Supervisor Valentine 

Also present: Scott Bonacic, Esq., Town Attorney, Al Fusco, Fusco Engineering, Town Engineer 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Wensley and seconded by Councilman Perez to approve payment of the bills 

from the following accounts. 

GENERAL FUND 264,368.81 

GENERAL - PART TOWN 83,489.84 

HIGHWAY – TOWN WIDE 62,170.86 

HIGHWAY – OUTSIDE 194,913.23 

FIELDCREST WATER 483.48 

LAKE HILL FARMS WATER 1,933.27 

SUGAR LOAF HILLS WATER 5,066.32 

SURREY MEADOWS WATER 1,103.37 

GARBAGE DISTRICT 45,750.74 

WALTON LAKE WATER 12,444.56 

TRUST & AGENCY 28,588.35 

Grand Total 700,312.83 

  

VOTE AYES 4: Finizia, Perez, Smith, Wensley       ADOPTED 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MEETING MINUTES 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Perez and second by Councilman Wensley to accept the Town Board Minutes 

through August 1, 2019 as presented by Town Clerk Zappala. 

VOTE AYES 4: Finizia, Perez, Smith, Wensley       ADOPTED 

 

SET PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL DISTRICTS 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Perez and second by Councilman Finizia to set a Public Hearing for 

September 11, 2019 at 7 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard for property owners to comment on their 

property within Special Districts of the Town and directs the Town Clerk to duly notify for same. Said public hearing will 

take place in the Chester Town Hall Meeting Room, 1786 Kings Highway, Chester, NY.  

 
VOTE AYES 4: Finizia, Perez, Smith, Wensley       ADOPTED 

 

NEW YORK MUNICIPAL ENERGY PROGRAM 

 

Javier Barrios of Good Energy addressed the Town Board with regard to the NY Municipal Energy Program developed by 

the NY Conference of Mayors and Association of Towns to create a municipal buying initiative that allows New York 

communities and municipal facilities to save money on energy costs through Community Choice Aggregation.  He explained 

that New York is the 7th State in the country to pursue this initiative which allows homes and small business to aggregate 

energy purchases for competitive pricing.  Currently most buy from an ESCO or O&R and this program evens the playing 



 

field for residents to commercial and industrial buyers.  He said that at the start, all residents would be in with a 30-day opt 

out and the option to leave whenever they want.  The program is a compliment not competitor to solar.  The program savings 

is on the supply side. “Tariff rate” and the delivery stays as O&R.  In comparison to the 17-18% savings that Wesley Hills 

experienced, the Town’s 4,500 parcels and 11,000 residents, an approximate annual savings of $500,000 is anticipated.  Mr. 

Barrios explained that in order to participate, the Town would have to sign an enabling agreement which contains a 

marketing plan, pass a Resolution and Local Law, and hold a Public Hearing. Secretary of State approval is required and 

submission to DPS before preliminary data can be provided by O&R.  This information is used to price out the Town’s rate 

so that it can move forward with detailed rates, mailings, etc. Of the 400 CCA’s throughout the country, Mr. Barrios said 

only 6-8% opt out.  He said the supply contract would be 2-3 years with a 30-day opt out agreement with the CCA.  He added 

there would be no fees to the municipality for the analysis as the fees are paid by the bidder. 

 

TOUR DE GOSHEN 

 

ON A MOTION BY OFFERED BY Councilman Perez and second by Councilman Finizia to approve the Tour De Goshen 

bicycle run traverse through the Town of Chester on August 18, 2019. The required insurance has been received. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Finizia, Perez, Smith, Wensley       ADOPTED 

 

SENIOR CENTER EXERCISE PARK UPDATE 

 

Deputy Supervisor Smith asked for an update on the project.  Engineer Fusco said there is a meeting scheduled for the 21st 

with the vendors on the $150,000 DASNY reimbursable grant for recreation park equipment.  He said the budget has been 

submitted but financial information needs to be provided.  Deputy Supervisor Smith added that the state bid proposal 

includes exercise equipment, benches, shading, matting and curbing and will have the required 10 year life expectancy. 

 

PARKING LOT STRIPING UPDATE 

 

Mr. Fusco said the Police and Senior Center lot should be striped in September. He will obtain a quote to pave the Common’s 

Park lot, but asphalt is at $90 p/ton. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Deputy Supervisor Smith read the Engineer’s report which appears below. 

 

ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT 

 
CHESTERDALE: 

Review SWPPP. 

 

RIDGEVIEW: 

Pending bond reduction. 

 

WOODRIDGE: 

Paved, small drainage problem, punch list pending. 

 

ASHFORD: 

Preparation for road acceptance pending, now have deeds of dedication, title policy, small punch list certification by 

engineer, etc. 

 

GREENS AT CHESTER: 

Curbs, installation continuing, lateral installation, SWPPP continuing to be reviewed weekly. 

 

HIGHWAY GARAGE: 

Redevelopment to begin with ordering steel after insurance company approval, quotes to insurance company today. 

 

SUGAR LOAF WATER DISTRICT: 

Grant redeveloped for $3,000,000 upgrade. 

 



 

WALTON LAKE WATER DISTRICT: 

Grant redeveloped for $3,000,000 upgrade. 

 

 

SUGAR LOAF PERFORMING ARTS CENTER: 

$100,000 grant sent in. 

 

SENIOR PARK: 

Being designed and grant for $150,000 in contract with DASNY. 

 

MS4 OUTFALL: 
Studies and mapping continuing, public participation ongoing. 

 

Engineer Fusco said the steel for the highway garage will be ordered within a week, with the anticipated completion date by 

the end of November. He noted that the Town is still eligible for up to $3,000,000 in grants for the Sugar Loaf and Walton 

Lake Estates Water Districts and resubmissions are due by September 12th.  He said the 60% reimbursement grants can be 

used to develop wells, storage and water lines.  He added that the Town has a good chance to get one or both. Councilman 

Finizia commented that he was unhappy with the nefarious approval of cast iron saddles used by contractors in the building 

of Pewter Circle subdivision.  He said he is tired of not having water. 

 

Deputy Supervisor Smith read the Water Department report which appears below in its entirety. 

 

WATER DEPARTMENT 

JULY 2019 

 

The water department processed and distributed 9,539,048 gallons of water for the month of July. The districts daily average 

ranged from 395 to 136,000 gallons. The breakdown is: 

Lake Hill Farms- 4,218,000 gal. 

Sugar Loaf-2,070,100 gal. 

Surrey Meadows- 1,716,000 gal. 

Walton Lake Estates- 1,276,000 gal. 

Fieldcrest- 246,703 gal. (Distribution only) 

Town Hall- 12,245 gal. 

 

Distribution sampling by us as well as random sampling by Orange County DOH showed adequate disinfection levels, and 

tested negative for any type of bacteria.  

 

Monthly DOH 360 forms and test results for 6/2019 on all districts were submitted to DOH on 7/9/19. 

Laboratory testing dates were 7/3 & 7/17. 

 

The water dept. assisted with repairs to the automatic parking gate at the highway garage on the 3rd & 5th. We replaced the 

posts for the motor assembly.  

 

Mowing dates were 7/2, 7/3, 7/29, 7/30. 

 

The water dept. worked on the water van with the highway mechanics on the 16th & 17th. It was taken for NYS inspection on 

the 22nd. 

 

Other Business: 

Sugar Loaf was mostly quiet with routine operations and maintenance. A flow test on the fire hydrants supplying Pewter 

circle and DeRose lane was performed on the 15th by Sullivan Fire Equipment. Its purpose was to determine if there was 

adequate flow to add the Tin Barn Brewery to the system. Flow indicated 1300 gallons per minute with a constant 50 psi for 

pressure. This information was sent by Sullivan to the engineers. 

 

Surrey Meadows was mostly quiet with routine operation and maintenance. There was a broken service line at 18 Surrey on 

the 8th. It was the homeowner’s responsibility and was repaired by a plumbing utility contractor. 

 

Lake Hill Farms was mostly quiet with normal operations and maintenance. Water samples were collected at the request of 



 

the NYS Health dept. on the 30th. They were taken by an independent contractor. Their purpose was to monitor ground water 

samples for pollution as part of a DEC program. There was no cost to the town.    

 

Fieldcrest was mostly quiet with normal operations and maintenance.   

 

Walton Lake was mostly quiet with routine operations and maintenance. There was a massive power outage in the area on the 

18th at approximately midnight.  Well #3 would not restart and had to be pulled and replaced on the 19th. It was pretty well 

worn out and did not survive the voltage drops and spikes. Work was done by Quackenbush pump services. There was a 

supervisory level alarm on the 27th at 10:00pm. It was a computer issue. Water service was not interrupted. 

 

Deputy Supervisor Smith read the Highway Department report which appears below. 

 

REPORT FROM THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 

Currently, the Highway Department is continuing its struggle with the aftermath of the fire that occurred on April 22nd.    

Electricity is restored to the offices and the 4 operational bays that remain. Three of the four trucks that were repairable have 

been returned to us.  We still do not have heat or gas service in the building and that may not seem important at this moment, 

but, fall and winter are knocking at the door and we are still waiting for insurance approvals.  The insurance company has not 

received or approved any proposals for the demolition, purchase of steel or the reconstruction of the bays that are uninhabitable.  

We don’t have a clear picture of when that area may be restored.   With that in mind, we have sent an estimate in to the insurance 

to supply electricity to our outbuildings on the property to plug in the trucks and equipment that are needed for snow removal 

so that the engines will start when needed.  Without that power, it is possible that we will have equipment failures in inclement 

weather.  We are doing our best to plan ahead.    

 

On a positive note, our loaders have been replaced and there are three trucks going to be built in the next several weeks that we 

hope to have by December.   The burnt equipment has finally been removed from the property.  We did our yearly paving 

projects and continue to repair and maintain the infrastructure of the Town the best we can with the means we have.  Catch 

basins, culvert pipes, sink holes and other concerns are all being addressed.  We appreciate all the support we receive, and we 

will continue to move forward! 

 
Deputy Supervisor Smith read the Police Department Reports which appear below. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

JULY 2019 
 

During the month of July, the Town of Chester Police Department remained highly active in the community. We 

continued to take a proactive stance towards detecting crime and enforcing the laws, while maintaining our overall 

objective of community commitment. In July, the police department responded to 298 calls for service. Officers 

patrolled for 14,011 miles during the month. A breakdown of the criminal and non-criminal activity for the month is 

included below: 

 

CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

The Town of Chester Police Department made 21 arrests during the month. A summary of the arrests is as follows: 

6 arrests for Vehicle and Traffic Law misdemeanors 

6 arrests on warrants 

3 arrests for Criminal Contempt in the second degree 

1 arrest for Unlawful Surveillance in the second degree 

1 arrest for Grand Larceny in the fourth degree 

1 arrest for Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the fourth degree 

1 arrest for Driving While Intoxicated 

1 arrest for Bail Jumping 

1 arrest for Emergency Admission of the Mentally Ill 

 

NON-CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

In addition to the arrests listed above, officers also responded to other calls for service. A summary of those calls for 

service is as follows: 

29 medical calls 

21 reports of suspicious conditions, people and/or vehicles 



 

17 animal complaints 

16 residential & commercial alarms 

8 domestic disputes, disturbances or family court matters 

2 motor vehicle crashes with injuries 

3 motor vehicle crashes without injuries 

6 motor vehicle crash involving deer 

 

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT 

Officers also issued 240 uniform traffic tickets during the month. 

 

MIDNIGHT SHIFT 

54 Vehicle & Traffic Stops 

35 UTTs Issued 

61 Calls for Service 

2 Arrests 

 

SEX OFFENDERS 

There were no changes to the sex offender registrations for our residents in July. 

LEVEL BEGINNING OF MONTH END OF MONTH 

1- 1 1 

2- 1 1 

3- 0 0 

TOTAL- 2 2 

 

COMMUNITY POLICING 

During the month, Town of Chester police officers assisted members of the community in many ways. Some of the 

community policing activity is listed below. 

Officers completed 36 house security checks and 1152 business security checks. 

Officer Perez maintained contact with the school administrators in preparation for his anticipated assignment as a 

School Resource Officer in September. 

There were two child seat installations conducted at the station in July. Officers Bird, Weinstein, Stack and Dugan 

continue to remain available for child passenger safety seat checks and installations. 

 

TRAINING 

Sgt. D’Agnese attended the Glock Armorer’s Course on July 25th in New Windsor. 

Officer Weinstein attended the FBI Crime Scene Photography course on July 30th and 31st in New Windsor. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Officers were assigned to bike and foot patrol during the town’s annual Block Party and Fireworks Display in the 

Village of July 13th. Officers were also assigned to traffic control posts at the end of the event. 

A commercial vehicle enforcement detail was held in conjunction with the NYS DOT on July 15th. Three unsafe 

commercial vehicles were taken out of service. 

 

During the month of July 2019, the Town of Chester Police Department responded to 17 animal complaints and investigated 

6 motor vehicle crashes involving deer.  

A breakdown of the complaints for the month is included below: 

5 of the calls for service were for assistance relocating snakes from houses, yards and deer netting 

4 of the calls for service were for loose, lost or found dogs 

2 of the calls for service were for injured or sick raccoons 

1 of the calls for service was for a deceased deer 

1 of the calls for service was for a dog bite 

1 of the calls for service was for a dog welfare check 

1 of the calls for service was for an injured bird 

1 of the calls for service was for sheep in the road 

1 of the calls for service was for a cat stuck in a tree 

 

Warwick Valley Humane Society 

The monthly report for July from the Warwick Valley Humane Society is attached. 



 

WARWICK VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY 

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE TOWN OF CHESTER 

MONTH: JULY 2019 

 

All totals include calls from the Town of Chester, Village of Chester, Village of Sugar Loaf, and Orange County 911 

Center for calls located within the geographic area of the Town of Chester. 

Number of calls received: 4 2 Police, 2 other 

Number of times ACO dispatched to calls: 1 7/17/19 – baby bird Black Meadow Road 

Number of dogs impounded by ACO: 0 

Number of dogs impounded by police: 1 7/3/19-stray Baird Crossing #20110 

Number of dogs returned to owner: 1 #20110 

Number of after hour call-outs: 0 

Amount of impoundment fees collected: $ 50.00 #20110 

Amount of license fees collected: $ 30.00 

Amount of impoundment fees paid to Town: $ 50.00 Ck#6156 

Amount of license fees paid to Town: $ 30.00 Ck#6157 

Number of hours of enumeration: 11 hrs. .5hr. owed from June (May & June hrs. made up) 

Number of bite reports received: 0 

Number of appearance tickets issued: 7 per Town Clerk 

Number of unlicensed dogs: 10 7 per Town Clerk + 3 licensed upon redemption 

Status of unlicensed dogs: 3 licensed upon redemption 

Number of Chester cats admitted to shelter: 0 

______________________________________________________ 

Location of enumeration: Preparation of 24 and delivery of 15 various Notices to Comply 

SNR certificates sold in July 1 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT FEDERAL GRANT APPLICATION 

 

Deputy Supervisor Smith announced the invitation to submit an application for the annual Department of Justice Edward 

Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant.  The grant, if awarded, does not have a matching funds component.  The grant will 

cover the purchase of one License Plate Reader, its’ software, installation and five year hardware and software warranty.  

This equipment will replace an LPR which we can no longer utilize, but which had a 10-year service life.  The total amount 

of the grant request is $19,872.  Deputy Supervisor Smith invited comments from the public with regard to this application.  

There were none. 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Wensley and second by Councilman Perez to approve the Police Department 

application for the Justice Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $19,872.00 and approve the 

Supervisor’s signing of all associated documents. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Finizia, Perez, Smith, Wensley       ADOPTED 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Deputy Supervisor Smith read the announcement from O&R concerning smart meter installation in the Town of Chester. The 

following are the scheduled smart meter installs for September. 

ANDREWS LN HARDSCRABBLE RD ROUTE-17M 
 

BLACK-MEADOW RD HEAVENLY DR ROUTE-94 
 

BLOSSOM LN HOM ST SCOTTS MDWS 
 

BOOTH RD HUBSHOP RD SCOTTS-MDWS 
 

BOVILLE CT HUDSON ST SHAW RD 
 

BROOKSIDE AVE HUMMINGBIRD LN SHUNOSKI LN 
 

BRYLE PL HUNTER RD SHUNOSKI RD 
 

BULL-MILL RD INDUSTRIAL PARK SPLIT-ROCK DR 
 

CAMELBACK RD JOHNSON RD SPLIT-ROCK RD 
 

CEDAR-POND LN KINGS HWY STACEY LN 
 



 

CHESTER-ACRES BLVD KOEHOS DR STARGATE LN 
 

COUNTRY-WOODS DR KOE-HOS DR STONE-MOUNTAIN TRL 
 

CRAIGVILLE RD KOE-HOS LN STORY-HILL RD 
 

CREAMERY-POND RD KORBY LN STRAUB LN 
 

CROMLINE LN LAKEVIEW DR SUMMERVILLE WAY 
 

DURLAND DR LEHIGH AVE TETZ RD 

ELDORADO TRL LEONE LN TWIN-BROOKS DR 

ELIZABETH DR LONG-VISTA LN UTTER WAY 

ELKAY DR LOOKOUT TER VALERIE DR 

ELM ST LORI LN WALNUT ST 

ERRINS TRL MAIN ST WEST AVE 

FARMER RD MAPLE AVE WHITE-HORSE LN 

FARMERS LN N HUDSON ST WINDING TRL 

FARMINGDALE RD NUCIFORA BLVD  

 

She added that O&R is scheduled to give a presentation on smart meters at the August 28th Town Board Meeting. 

 

TOWN BOARD COMMENTS 

 

There were none. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Logothetis, Sugar Loaf, asked if the grant would cover the installation of a water main through the hamlet. 

He asked if the Town could pursue the rating of fire suppression in the Town’s water districts which would reduce home 

owners’ expense. 

 

Mr. Cuadros asked the purpose of the grant for the theater.  Mr. Fusco replied that it would be for interior improvements such 

as plumbing and electric.  She asked if the Town tests for lead in the water.  Town Clerk Zappala replied that all testing is 

reported annually and the reports are available on the Town’s website. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Perez and second by Councilman Finizia to enter into Executive Session at 

8:00pm to discuss matters of attorney/client privilege. 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Perez and second by Councilman Finizia to adjourn the Executive Session at 

8:15pm. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Finizia, Perez, Smith, Wensley       ADOPTED 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Finizia and second by Councilman Wensley to adjourn the meeting at 

8:16pm, there being no further business brought before the Town Board. 

 

VOTE AYES 4: Finizia, Perez, Smith, Wensley       ADOPTED 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Linda A. Zappala 

Town Clerk 

2019-08-14 


