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TOWN BOARD MEETING
 

MARCH 24, 2021
 

7:00 PM
 

 
Supervisor Valentine opened the meeting at 7:00pm followed by a salute to the flag. Members present:

 

Supervisor Valentine, Councilman Becker, Councilman Courtenay, Councilwoman Smith  
 

 

Also present: Scott Bonacic, Esq., Town Attorney, Al Fusco, Fusco Engineering
 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MEETING MINUTES
 

 

Supervisor Valentine explained that after the adoption of Local Law 2 of 2021 on February 24, 2021, the Town Clerk 

filed the version she was in receipt of with the State Department, as reflected in the minutes of the meeting.  However, 

there was another amended version of the local law. Attorney Bonacic opined that in order for the Town Clerk to 

submit the correct version of the law she received on March 16, 2021, the minutes would need to be amended.
 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to accept the Town 

Board Meeting Minutes of February 24, 2021, as presented by Town Clerk Zappala with the amendment as to the 

revised, final and adopted version of Local Law 2 of 2021 received on March 16, 2021, which appears below in its 

entirety.
 

 

LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2021 
 

A LOCAL LAW ADDING CHAPTER 69 ENTITLED “OUTDOOR LIGHTING” TO THE TOWN CODE OF 

THE TOWN OF CHESTER 
 

Be it enacted by the Town of Chester in the County of Orange, as follows: 

 
Section 1. Title 
 

This Local Law shall be referred to as "A Local Law Adding Chapter 69, Entitled "Outdoor Lighting", to the Town 

Code of the Town of Chester. 

 

Section 2. Legislative Intent 
 

The Town of Chester has determined that it is in the best interest of the Town to have outdoor lighting policies in 

place to increase safety, provide security and enhance the nighttime character of the Town.  It has been determined 

that new lighting technology has produced lights that are extremely powerful and when improperly installed, these 

lights create problems of excessive glare, light trespass and increased energy usage. 

Excessive glare may cause safety issues and light trespass reduces privacy and results in higher energy costs. 

 

It is the intent of this local law to provide guidelines, regulations and standards for outdoor lighting so as to contrib-

ute to the safety and welfare of the Town and Town residents.  It is the further intent of this local law to reduce prob-

lems created by improperly designed and installed outdoor lighting in an effort to eliminate excessive glare, reduce 

light trespass and help reduce the energy costs of outdoor lighting.



 

Section 3.  Outdoor Lighting 
 

Chapter 69 entitled “Outdoor Lighting” is hereby added to the Town Code of the Town of Chester, to read as follows: 

 

§69-1.                    Standards. 
 

A. For All Areas. 

1. All lights shall be shielded in such a way as to direct all light toward the Earth’s surface and away 

from reflective surfaces in such a manner as to direct incident rays from trespassing onto all adjacent 

properties. 

2. The height of light poles shall be designed and engineered to achieve the goal identified above.  

Height greater than 16 feet requires planning board approval. 

3. All fixtures must meet the building code requirements for their particular zoning district. 

4. All residential housing units, residential, commercial, and industrial buildings and facilities which 

may require floodlighting shall use full cut-off light fixtures to prevent shining onto any adjacent 

property or into the night sky. 

5. Any interior lighted signs may not be lit at night when any face of the sign is removed or damaged 

in such a way that the light may distract drivers or homeowners. 

6. Except as stated elsewhere in these regulations, design criteria shall conform to those published 

as recommendations by the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America. 

7. Light color and intensity must be designed to minimize impact on the night sky and the environment.  

Said design to be identified on all site plans.  

 

B. For Commercial, Business, Industrial, and Natural Resource Zones and Any Roadway Adjacent to Resi-

dential Zones. 

1. Any light fixture must be placed in such a manner that no light emitting surface is visible from any 

residential area or public/private roadway, walkway, trail or other public way when viewed at ground 

level. 

2. The level of lighting shall not exceed 0.5 foot-candles at any residential property line or 1.0 foot-

candles at any non-residential property line. 

3. Any Canopy structure used at a business location must have recessed lights with diffusers which 

do not extend below the surface of the canopy. 

4. Any luminaire on a pole, stand or mounted on a building must have a shield, an adjustable reflector 

and a non-protruding diffusor. 

5. Light color and intensity must be designed to minimize impact on the night sky and the environment.  

Said design to be identified on all site plans.  

 

C. Installation and Operation Costs. 

1. The cost of installing and operating approved roadway lighting on any public road shall be through 

a financial method approved by the Town of Chester Highway Department or by the Orange County 

Department of Public Works. The costs of all other lighting systems shall be borne by the developer 

and/or property owner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

§69-2. Definitions. 
 

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

 

DIRECT LIGHT 

Light emitted directly from the lamp, off of the reflector or reflector diffuser, or through the refractor or diffuser lens, of 

a luminaire. 

 

FIXTURE 

The assembly that houses the lamp or lamps and can include all or some of the following parts: a housing, a mounting 
bracket or pole socket, a lamp holder, a ballast, a reflector or mirror, and/or a refractor or lens. 

 

FLOOD OR SPOTLIGHT 

Any light fixture or lamp that incorporates a reflector or a refractor to concentrate the light output into a directed beam 

in a particular direction. 

 

FULLY SHIELDED AND FULL CUT-OFF LIGHTS: 

Outdoor light fixtures shielded and constructed so that no light rays are emitted by the installed fixture at angles above 

the horizontal plane as certified by a photometric test report. 

 

GLARE 

Is light emitting from a luminaire with an intensity that is great enough to reduce a viewer’s ability to see, and in extreme 

cases, causing momentary blindness. 

 

GRANDFATHERED LUMINAIRES 

Luminaires not conforming to these codes that were in place at the time this code was voted into effect. When a Local 

Law “grandfathers” a luminaire, it means that such already-existing outdoor lighting does not need to be changed 

unless a specified period is specified for adherence to the code. 

 

HEIGHT OF LUMINAIRE 

The height of a luminaire shall be the vertical distance from the ground directly below the centerline of the luminaire 

to the lowest direct-light- emitting part of the luminaire. 

 

INDIRECT LIGHT 

Direct light that has been reflected or has scattered off of other surfaces. 

 

LAMP 

       The component of a luminaire that produces the actual light. 

LIGHT COLOR 

The use of warmer color lights is to be used. Limit the amount of shorter wavelength (blue-violet) light. 

 

LIGHT CONTROL: 

The use of controls such as timers and motion detectors to ensure light is available only when needed, dimmed when 

possible, and turned off when not needed. 

 

LIGHT INTENSITY 

The intensity of the light shall be the lowest intensity required. 

 



 

LIGHT TRESPASS 

The shining of light produced by a luminaire beyond the boundaries of the property on which it is located. 

 

LUMEN 

A unit of luminous flux. One foot-candle is one lumen per square foot. For the purposes of this Local Law, the lumen-

output values shall be the INITIAL lumen output ratings of a lamp. 

 

LUMINAIRE 

This is a complete lighting system and includes a lamp or lamps and a fixture. 

 

OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

The night-time illumination of an outside area or object by any man-made device located outdoors that produces light by 

any means. 

 

TEMPORARY OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

The specific illumination of an outside area of object by any man-made device located outdoors that produces light by 

any means for a period of less than 7 days. 

 

 

§69-3.               Regulation of Outdoor Lighting. 
 

A. All public and private outdoor lighting installed in the Town of Chester shall be in conformance with 

the requirements established by this local law. All previous language in prior ordinances regarding outdoor 

lighting shall be replaced with this local law. 

 

B. Control of Glare – Luminaire Design Factors. 

1. Any luminaire with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of MORE than 1800 lumens, and all flood or 

spot luminaires with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of MORE than 900 lumens, shall not emit any 

direct light above a horizontal plane through the lowest direct-light-emitting part of the luminaire. 

2. Any luminaire with a lamp or lamps rate at a total of MORE than 1800 lumens, and all flood or spot 

luminaires with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of MORE than 900 lumens, shall be mounted at a 

height equal to or less than the value 3 + (D/3), where D is the distance in feet to the nearest prop-

erty boundary. The maximum height of the luminaire may not exceed 25 feet. 

 

C. Exceptions to Control of Glare. 

1. Any luminaire with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of 1800 lumens or LESS, and all flood or spot 

luminaires with a lamp or lamps rated at 900 lumens or LESS, may be used without restriction to 

light distribution or mounting height, except that if any spot of flood luminaire rated 900 lumens or 

LESS is aimed, directed, or focused such as to cause direct light from the luminaire to be directed 

toward residential buildings on adjacent or nearby land, or to create glare perceptible to persons op-

erating motor vehicles on public ways, the luminaire shall be redirected or its light output controlled 

as necessary to eliminate such conditions. 

2. Luminaires used for public-roadway illumination may be installed at a maximum height of 25 feet 

and may be positioned at that height up to the edge of any bordering property. 

3. All temporary emergency lighting need by the Police and Fire Departments or other emergency ser-

vices, as well as all vehicular luminaires, shall be exempt from the requirements of this local law.  All 

hazard warning luminaires required by Federal regulatory agencies are exempt from the requirements 

of this article, except that all luminaires used must be red and must be shown to be as close as possi-

ble to the Federal required minimum lumen output requirement for the specific task. 



 

4. Where any provision of federal, state, county, or town statutes, codes, or laws conflicts with any 

provision of this code, the most restrictive shall govern unless otherwise regulated by law. 

 

D. Outdoor Signs. 

1. Top Mounted Fixtures Required. Lighting fixtures used to illuminate an outdoor sign shall be 

mounted on the top of the sign structure. All such fixtures shall comply with the shielding 

requirements herein. Bottom-mounted outdoor advertising-sign lighting shall not be used. 

2. Outdoor signs of the type constructed of translucent materials and wholly illuminated from within 

do not require shielding. Dark backgrounds with light lettering or symbols are preferred, to minimize 

detrimental effects. Unless conforming to the above dark background preference, total foot-candle 

level at the property line shall not exceed the level stated in this local law. 

3. Compliance Limit. Existing outdoor sign structures shall be brought into conformance with this 

local law within one year from the date of adoption hereof. 

4. LED Intensity. The intensity of LED signs shall be lowered between the hours of sunset and sunrise. 

 

E. Recreational Facilities. 

1. Any light source permitted by this Code may be used for lighting of outdoor recreational facilities 

(public or private), such as, but not limited to, football fields, soccer fields, baseball fields, softball 

fields, tennis courts, or show areas, provided all of the following conditions are met: 

i. All fixtures used for event lighting shall be fully shielded as defined herein, or be 

designed or provided with sharp cut-off capability, so as to minimize up-light, spill-light, 

and glare. 

ii. All events shall be scheduled so as to complete all activity before or as near to 10:30 

p.m. as practical, but under no circumstances shall any illumination of the playing field, 

court, or track be permitted after 11:00 p.m. except to conclude a scheduled event that 

was in progress before 11:00 p.m. and circumstances p revented  conclud ing  before 

11:00 p.m. 

F. Prohibitions. 

1. Laser Source Light. The use of laser source light shall require the following: 

i. Obtain a permit from the Town of Chester. 

ii. A laser operator shall be required to operate the laser 

 

2. Outdoor Advertising Off-Site Signs. 

i. Electrical illumination of outdoor advertising off-site signs is prohibited between the 

hours of 11:00 p.m. and sunrise, except for those installed along Route 17/86. 

G. Temporary Outdoor Lighting. 

1. Any temporary outdoor lighting that conforms to the requirements of this Local Law shall be 

allowed. Nonconforming temporary outdoor lighting may be permitted by the Town of Chester 

Building Department after considering: 

i. The public and/or private benefits that will result from the temporary lighting; 

ii. Any annoyance or safety problems that may result from the use of the temporary 

lighting; and 

iii. The duration of the temporary nonconforming lighting. 

 

2. The applicant shall submit a detailed description of the proposed temporary nonconforming lighting 



 

to the Town of Chester Building Department.  

 

§69-4. Effective Date and Grandfathering of Non-Conforming Luminaires. 
 

A. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon approval by the Town Board of the Town of Chester, 

NY after holding public hearings or a special Town Meeting and shall supersede and replace all 

previous Local Laws pertaining to outdoor lighting. 

B. All luminaires lawfully in place prior to the date of the Local Law shall be grandfathered. However, these 

luminaires must be directed downwards towards the earth and shielded to prevent light trespass within 

60 days of notification. All luminaire that replaces a grandfathered luminaire, or any grandfathered 

luminaire that is moved, must meet the standards of this Local Law. O u t d o o r  signs are grandfathered 

only for a period of one year, as specified herein. Grandfathered luminaires that direct light toward 

streets and parking lots that cause disability glare to motorists or cyclists should be shielded and re- 

directed within 60 days of notification, so that the luminaires do not cause a potential hazard to motorists 

or cyclists. 

C. Grandfathered external luminaires for advertising billboards and signs should be fully shielded and re-

directed within 120 days of notification. 

 

              §69-5. New Subdivision Construction. 
 

A. Submission Contents. The applicant for any permit required by any provision of the laws of this jurisdic-

tion in  connection  with  proposed work involving outdoor lighting fixtures shall submit (as part of the 

application for permit) evidence that the proposed work will comply with this local law. The submission 

shall contain but shall not necessarily be limited to the following, all or part of which may be part or 

in addition to the information required elsewhere in the laws of this jurisdiction upon application for 

the required permit: 

 

i. Plans indicating the location on the premises, and the type of illuminating devices, fix-

tures, lamps, supports, reflectors, and other devices; 

ii. Description of all illuminating devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors, and other de-

vices and the description may include, but is not limited to, catalog cuts by manufacturers 

and drawings (including sections where required); 

iii. Photometric data, such as that furnished by manufacturers or similar showing the angle 

of cut off or light emissions. 

B. Additional Submission. The above required plans, descriptions and data shall be sufficiently complete 

to enable the plans examiner to readily determine whether compliance with the requirements of this Code 

will be secured. If such plans, descriptions and data cannot enable this ready determination, the 

applicant shall additionally submit as evidence of compliance to enable such determination such certified 

reports of tests as will do so provided that these tests shall have been performed and certified by a 

recognized testing laboratory. 

 

C. Subdivision Plat Certification. If any subdivision proposes to have installed street or other common or 

public area outdoor lighting, the final plat shall contain a statement certifying that the applicable 

provisions of this local law will be adhered to. Lamp or Fixture Substitution. Should any outdoor light 

fixture or the type of light source therein, be changed after the permit has been issued, a change 

request must be submitted to the building official for its approval, together with adequate information 

to assure compliance with this code, which must be received prior to substitution. 

 

D. All non-essential lighting shall be designed to be turned off after business hours, leaving only the necessary 

lighting for site security, which shall be reduced to the minimal intensity level necessary.  Non-essential can 

apply to display, aesthetic, parking and sign lighting.  Motion-sensor security lighting is recommended to 



 

promote safety and reduce the amount of night lighting in the Town as determined by the Planning Board. 

 

E. All site plans shall include a lighting plan, clearly identifying the type of light fixtures, heights of light poles 

and an analysis of light spillage. 

 

 

§69-6. Notification Requirements. 
 

A. The Town of Chester Building Permit Application shall be revised to include a statement asking 

whether the planned project will include any outdoor lighting. 

 

B. Within 30 days of the enactment of this Local Law, the Town of Chester Town Clerk shall send a copy 

of the Outdoor Lighting Local Law, with cover letter, to the local electric utility company. 

 

 

§69-7. Violations, Legal Actions and Penalties. 
 

A. Violation. It shall be a civil infraction for any person to violate any of the provisions of this Code. Each 

and every day during which the violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

B. Violations and Legal Actions. If, after investigation, the Code Enforcement Officer finds that any 

provision of the Local Law is being violated, he shall give notice by hand delivery or by certified mail, 

return- receipt requested, of such violation to the owner and/or to the occupant of such premises, 

demanding that violation be abated within thirty (30) days of the date of hand delivery or of the date of 

mailing of the notice. If the violation is not abated within the thirty (30) day period, the Code 

Enforcement Officer may institute actions and proceedings, either legal or equitable, to enjoin, restrain, 

or abate any violations of this local law and to collect the penalties for such violations. 

 
C. Penalties. A violation of this Local Law, or any provision thereof, shall be punishable by a civil 

penalty of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one thousand dollars for any individual (and not 

more than ten thousand dollars for any corporation, association, or other legal entity) for each violation. 

The imposition of a fine under this local law shall not be suspended. Each day of violation after the 

expiration of the thirty-day period provided in Paragraph B shall constitute a separate offense for the 

purpose of calculating the civil penalty. 

 

 

§69-8. Examples of Acceptable/Unacceptable Lighting Fixtures. 
 

A. A schedule of examples of acceptable and unacceptable lighting fixtures is annexed to this Chapter. 

 

 

Section 4. Severability. 
 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm 

or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, 

such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation 

to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 

firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be 

rendered. 

 

Section 5. Effective date. 
 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 



 

Town of Chester, NY 

 



 

POLICE REFORM AND REINVENTION PLAN
 

  

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Courtenay and second by Councilman Becker to adopt the Police Reform and 

Reinvention Plan for the Town of Chester.
 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to direct the Supervisor to 

execute and submit the Police Reform and Reinvention Plan for the Town of Chester.
 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

MS-4 STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN ACCEPTANCE 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to approve the MS-4 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for the Elkay Drive Commercial Building Site Plan and allow the Supervisor to sign 

same. 
 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to approve the MS-4 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for the 1251 Kings Highway Site Plan and Subdivision and allow the Supervisor to 

sign same. 
 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 
STORMWATER CONTROL FACILITY MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to approved the Stormwater 

Control Facility Maintenance Agreement for 1251 Kings Highway Site Plan and Subdivision and allow the Supervisor to 

sign same. 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

PLANNING BOARD MEMBER APPOINTMENTS
 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Becker and second by Councilman Courtenay to appoint Justin Brigandi to 

the Planning Board for the term ending December 31, 2022.
 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Becker to appoint Jon Gifford to the 

Planning Board for the term ending December 31, 2027.
 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT APPOINTMENT 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilman Becker and second by Councilman Courtenay to appoint John Reilly III to the 

position of Highway Superintendent for the term ending December 31, 2021. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Councilwoman Smith commented she didn’t think there was enough discussion to make a decision tonight. 

 

VOTE: AYES 3: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, ABSTAINED: Smith    ADOPTED 

 

 



 

Upon his appointment, Town Clerk Zappala administered the Oath of Office to Highway Superintendent Reilly.
 

                                               
 

INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT FIREARMS TRAINING RANGE FACILITY
 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to approve the Firearms 

Training Range Facility Inter-Municipal Agreement with the City of Port Jervis and allow the Supervisor to sign same.
 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

SURREY MEADOWS SEWER INFILTRATION
 

 

Councilman Becker addressed the Board about possible sewer infiltration in the Surrey Meadows development.  He said that 

in the month of December, there was a surge in sewer infiltration apparently during times of storm events.  He explained the 

three reasons for infiltration; infiltration into existing infrastructure, in-house sump pumps, and gutter roof and perimeter 

drains.  He said there is a need to educate residents on the issue.  He suggested a letter be sent to homeowners expressing the 

need for them to check to see if they have any of these tied into the sewer system. He said Moodna can conduct smoke tests 

or use detection cameras to locate infiltration.  Councilman Courtenay questioned why the highest infiltration was around 

Christmas when there did not seem to be any weather events. Councilman Becker said it may have been from the thaw. 

Supervisor Valentine said a letter needs to be sent to residents of Surrey Meadows as the Town gets charged for sewer usage 

which is, in turn, taxed back to the residents of the district.  Engineer Fusco is to produce the letter for distribution. 

 

EDUCATION REQUESTS 

 

ON A MOTION BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to closed the Town Hall from 8am-

12noon on May 5, 2021 for the annual mandatory employee training.
 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED 

 

PEDDLER’S PERMIT 

 

As the Town Board has determined issuance will be on a case-by-case basis at this time due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

Town Clerk presented the Town Board with an application for a peddler’s permit for food truck, “Hold My Knots”.  This 

vendor has submitted all the appropriate documents which have been approved by the Police Department.  After discussion, it 

was the opinion of the Town Board that a stationery vendor would not pose much risk of transmission. 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to approve the application for 

a Peddler’s Permit from Hold My Knots. 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

WAIVE LIQUOR LAW 

 

To accommodate the events and shows as the Sugar Loaf Performing Arts Center is beginning to open up, Supervisor 

Valentine said the liquor law needs to be waived. 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to waive the liquor law under 

Town code for the Sugar Loaf Performing Arts Center through December 31, 2021. 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

LABOR ATTORNEY AGREEMENT 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to approve the legal 

representation agreement with Feerick, Nugent and MacCartney, PLLC with regard to labor negotiations and allow the 

Supervisor to sign same.  

 



 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Supervisor Valentine read the following reports. 

 

Engineer’s Development Report 

 

GREENS AT CHESTER: 

Inspecting SWPPP.  Storm drainage installation. 

 

HIGHWAY GARAGE: 

Finalizing alarm systems. 

 

WATER WELLS: 

Locating possible well sites in field.  We certified completion of the reverse osmosis system to OCDOH and have been dis-

cussing new or improved wells with them. 

 

HILLS OF CHESTER: 

No activity. 

 

GRANTS: 

Looking for grants for various Town activity, including the stimulus money.  Senior park grant being investigated. 

 

OCCD: 

Orange County Community Development application available.  We attended mandatory meeting.  Need to discuss projects. 

 

JOHNSON ROAD: 

NYSDOT grant is being resubmitted for funding. 

 

MS4: 

Report is being completed.  Need public hearing next month. 

 

Building Department 

 

Municipal Searches Completed February - 20 

Municipal Searches completed as of March 23rd - 13 

Building Permits Issued for February – 24 

Building Permits Issued as of March 23rd – 26 

COC’s and CO’s Issued for February – 34 

COC’s and CO’s Issued as of March 23rd – 40 

Expired permit letters for February – 41 

Expired permit letters as of March 23rd – 133 

 

The new program for the building department was installed on March 19th. Working on training and still working out some of 

the kinks. All open permits that we have will still have to be inputted so we start building the database. Building Inspector 

also been attending the Planning Board meetings and there will be several large projects coming in the near future. 

 

Sugar Loaf Performing Arts Center 

 

- Dance studios have rented the facility for most of June (according to CDC and state/county guidelines). 

- We also have some dates in May rented as well (again according to guidelines. 

- Ordered fog machines to sterilize inside and outside of PAC, senior/rec center, playground equipment, outside bath-

rooms & town hall. 

- In process of organizing movie night at the lawn at PAC. 

- Organizing Friday Night Concert Series at PAC 



 

Parks Department 

 

- Working with highway Dept. to construct a T-Ball baseball/Multipurpose athletic field at Carpenter/Community 

Park. 

- Easter Egg Drive Thru (in conjunction with Town of Chester PBA) Sat April 3rd from 10am – 12pm 

- 2021 park permit and fee schedule being submitted for review by the town board. 

- Parks open April 1st.  Maintenance is cleaning and prepping. 

 

Senior Center 

 

Contacted the Orange County Department of Health again regarding reopening of Center – still no date to reopen and not in 

conversations at that time to reopen.  Seniors continue to be vulnerable population even though vaccinations are happening in 

the county, there are “strains” coming out. 

 

Recreation 

 

Supporting the Town PBA with their Easter Drive-Thru (ordered eggs and “goodies” and will be filling eggs next week). 

Looking at possibilities for outside exercise recreation as soon as the weather remains consistently warmer (“senior” exercise 

programs are the highest attended and that will be priority #1. Fees to be discussed. 

The “seniors” have inquired about possible casino trip – Looking into the casinos to see status with accepting buses and their 

safety guidelines.  Exploring options for the seniors for possible activities at the Pavilion at Carpenter Field 

Pavilion.   Confirming whether the seniors will be able to use the Pavilion at Carpenter Fields to “gather” for lunches as they 

have in the past.  Camp sign-up has been out to the public since March 2, 2021 (Facebook and email – email reached all the 

campers registered for the 2019 camp program). Have only received 3 sign-ups. Letters going home this week to the Chester 

Elementary School students (376) with camp information about sign-up and program. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Supervisor Valentine acknowledged receipt from Frey Well Drilling, Inc for the emergency work to drill over existing debris 

in the F4 well at the Walton Lake Water District as a stop-gap, at a cost of $12,500.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith to enter into Executive Session at 7:45pm to discuss the litigation 

matter with the NY Attorney General and the Greens of Chester. 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay to adjourn the Executive 

Session at 8:10pm. 

 
VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED 

 

TOWN BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Councilwoman Smith remarked that the Public Health Emergency Mandate plan is under attorney review. She asked the 

status of the tennis courts.  Supervisor Valentine replied that part of the court will be repurposed as a parking lot.  She 

announced the used clothing drive to benefit the Class of 21 will be held on April 10th from 9am-3pm at Carpenter Field.  She 

asked if the solar company was moving forward with the project.  Supervisor Valentine replied that the project was moving 

forward with the area to the side and on top of the High School and the leases are being forwarded for review and 

negotiation.   Attorney Bonacic clarified that they had not completed their due diligence with respect to the amount of land to 

be utilized and the lease is in template format.  Councilwoman Smith asked the purpose of the screen in the meeting room.  

Supervisor Valentine replied it would be used to see the public via FB live and utube and used for Planning Board 

presentations. 

 

 



 

Councilman Becker explained that at Walton Lake Estates we are still waiting for a response from the Palisades Park 

Commission allowing us to use Park property as a well protection zone. He has emailed them on several occasions and have 

answered additional questions. We need a letter from the Commission before we can proceed to drill exploratory wells to find 

a new source of water supply for this district. Within the next two weeks we hope to have well F4 drilled deeper by having 

the lost equipment at the bottom of the well cored out and removed as discussed previously.  He reminded the residents of 

Walton Lake Estates that the water restrictions put in place last year are still in effect and to please be patient we are 

proceeding with plans to find a new water supply.   At some point we will need to have an engineer involved with the design 

of a new water facility for treatment and all the controls and any equipment needed to operate with the existing infrastructure. 

He recommended the use of McGoey Hauser & Edsall do the engineering on this facility.  After review of the RFP’s 

submitted for Town Engineer, he believes them to be the most experienced in this area. 

 
Councilman Courtenay sends his condolences to the family of fallen firefighter Lloyd and to his Spring Valley Company.  He 

said he met with Walter and Kristin and a music promoter who is interested in the live streaming project. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

William Geiler, 17 Speranza, thanked the Board for hiring the Highway Superintendent.  He said it was unprofessional of the 

Town Board to not send emails to candidates before making the appointment.  He said as a taxpayer, he would like to see 

more professionalism from the Town Board in the future. 

 

ADJOURNMENT
 

 

ON A MOTION OFFERED BY Councilwoman Smith and second by Councilman Courtenay at 8:25pm, there being no 

further business brought before the Board.
 

 

VOTE: AYES 4: Valentine, Becker, Courtenay, Smith       ADOPTED
 

 

Respectfully submitted,
 

 

 

Linda A. Zappala
 

Town Clerk
 

2021-03-24
 


