
NEW YORK OFFICE 
33 Airport Center Drive, Suite 202, New Windsor, NY 12553  
845-567-3100  |  F: 845-567-3232  |  mheny@mhepc.com 

 

 
PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE 
111 Wheatfield Drive, Suite 1, Milford, PA 18337 
570-296-2765 |  F: 570-296-2767  |  mhepa@mhepc.com 

 
 
19 January 2022 
 
Town of Chester Planning Board 
1786 Kings Highway 
Chester, NY 10918 
 
ATTENTION:  Mr. Serotta & Planning Board members 
 
SUBJECT:  Synergy  
   509 Bellvale Road, LLC 
     
Dear Mr. Serotta and Planning Board members, 
 
Enclosed please find an application for site plan approval for a warehouse project located at 509 Bellvale 
Road in the Town of Chester, NY.  The applicant was previously in front of the Planning Board in 2019 for 
converting the existing sawmill building into a warehouse.  The applicant is now proposing to build an 
8,100 square foot warehouse and add on to the existing barn located at the back of the property.  We 
respectfully request to be put on the agenda for the next Planning Board meeting.   
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information do not hesitate to contact this office.  

We have enclosed the following documents for your review: 

• Site Plan Application  
• 2 checks ($1,000 Application Fee, $3500 Escrow PB Review) 
• Site Plans dated 12/21/2021 
• Short Form E.A.F. 
• Endangered Species Habitat Assessment 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
MHE Engineering, D.P.C. 
 

 
Jeremy Valentine 
Project Manager 
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Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 1 - Project Information 

Instructions for Completing 

Part 1 – Project Information.  The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1.  Responses become part of the 
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.  Complete Part 1 based on 
information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as 
thoroughly as possible based on current information. 

Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the 
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information 

Name of Action or Project: 

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map): 

Brief Description of Proposed Action: 

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone: 

E-Mail:
Address: 

City/PO: State: Zip Code: 

1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance,
administrative rule, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that 
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2.  If no, continue to question 2. 

NO YES 

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency?
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval:

NO YES 

3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?     __________ acres 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?     __________ acres 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?     __________ acres 

4. Check all land uses that occur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action:

5.        Urban       Rural (non-agriculture)               Industrial            Commercial          Residential (suburban) 

                         Aquatic              Other(Specify):□  Forest          Agriculture

□  Parkland 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90156.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90178.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90380.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90390.html
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5. Is the proposed action,

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

NO YES N/A 

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?
NO YES 

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?

If Yes, identify: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

8. a.    Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?

b. Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the proposed
action?

NO YES 

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES 

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

If No, describe method for providing potable water: _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

12.  a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district 
which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the 
Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the 
State Register of Historic Places?

archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory?

NO YES 

13. a.   Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90449.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90454.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90470.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90492.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90497.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90507.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html


Page 3 of 3 

14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:

□Shoreline     □ Forest       Agricultural/grasslands        Early mid-successional

Wetland       □ Urban       Suburban

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or
Federal government as threatened or endangered?

NO YES 

16. Is the project site located in the 100-year flood plan? NO YES 

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources?
If Yes,

a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties?

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of water
or other liquids (e.g., retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?

If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment:______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

NO YES 

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed solid waste
management facility?

If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or
completed)            for hazardous waste?
If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF 
MY KNOWLEDGE 

    Date: _____________________ Applicant/sponsor/name: ____________________________________________________ __________________________   

Signature: _____________________________________________________Title:__________________________________

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90194.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90565.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90575.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90595.html


EAF Mapper Summary Report Monday, January 10, 2022 11:08 AM

Disclaimer:   The EAF Mapper is a screening tool intended to assist 
project sponsors and reviewing agencies in preparing an environmental 
assessment form (EAF). Not all questions asked in the EAF are 
answered by the EAF Mapper. Additional information on any EAF 
question can be obtained by consulting the EAF Workbooks.  Although 
the EAF Mapper provides the most up-to-date digital data available to 
DEC, you may also need to contact local or other data sources in order 
to obtain data not provided by the Mapper. Digital data is not a 
substitute for agency determinations.

Part 1 / Question 7  [Critical Environmental 
Area]

No

Part 1 / Question 12a  [National or State 
Register of Historic Places or State Eligible 
Sites]

No

Part 1 / Question 12b  [Archeological Sites] Yes

Part 1 / Question 13a [Wetlands or Other 
Regulated Waterbodies]

Yes - Digital mapping information on local and federal wetlands and 
waterbodies is known to be incomplete. Refer to EAF Workbook.

Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or 
Endangered Animal]

Yes

Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or 
Endangered Animal - Name]

Bog Turtle

Part 1 / Question 16 [100 Year Flood Plain] No

Part 1 / Question 20 [Remediation Site] No

1Short Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report



 
 
 
 August 5, 2019 
 
 
 
Ryan Westervelt 
Synergy 
1407 Kings Highway, Unit 422 
Sugar Loaf, NY  10981 
   
 
RE: Endangered Species Habitat Assessment on the Synergy Warehouse Project 
 

 

Dear Ryan; 

 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) New 

York Natural Heritage Program has identified one federal and state listed species, the bog 
turtle (Glyptemys muhlenbergii), that occurs in the vicinity of the subject property. 

 
ERS Consultants, Inc. conducted an endangered species habitat assessment on 

August 2, 2019 at the Synergy Warehouse Project located at 509 Orange County Highway 
82 (Bellvale Road) in the Town of Chester, Orange County, New York.  The subject 
property consists of approximately 4.5 +/- acres and is known as Section 17, Block 1, Lot 
9.1.  The site is partially developed with an existing dwelling, garage, barn, and saw mill.   
 

Prior to conducted field investigations, the National Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Soils Maps, the US Fish & Wildlife Services (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory 
Maps (NWI) and the NYSDEC Freshwater Wetlands Maps were reviewed.  The NRCS 
Soils Maps show one soil unit, Mardin soils on the subject site.  Mardin soils occur 
throughout the site and are not considered a hydric soil.  The USFWS NWI Maps show no 
wetlands on the subject site.  The NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland Maps also show no State 
regulated wetlands on site but state wetlands (WR-36, Class 2) do exist to the south. 

 
It is our understanding that the applicant is proposing to utilize the existing saw mill 

structure and parking area.  The existing well and the on-site septic system will also be 
utilized.  
   



Habitats occupied by bog turtles in the Hudson Valley are wet meadows, sedge 
meadows, and red maple swamps (New York Natural Heritage Program, NYSDEC Bog 
Turtle Fact Sheet, USFWS 2001).  Bog turtles have specific habitat requirements that 
include spring-fed, open-canopy wetlands with shallow, slow-moving water, deep mucky 
soils, and tussock-forming herbaceous vegetation.  For example, tussock sedge (Carex 
stricta) or moss (Sphagnum spp.) covered hummocks are typical habitat for these species. 
 A diversity of microhabitats within these wetlands provide areas that the turtles require for 
basking, foraging, nesting, and hibernation. 
 

Based upon a lack of hydrology, hydric soils, and hydrophytic vegetation, no 
wetlands exist on the subject site, therefore no bog turtle habitat exists onsite.  Additionally, 
no suitable bog turtle habitat exists within 300 feet of the subject site’s property boundary.  

 
In reviewing the current site plan for Synergy prepared by McGoey, Hauser and 

Edsall Consulting Engineers, D.P.C., dated 5/28/19 and based upon this habitat 
assessment, the proposed project will not result in an impact to this reptile species.  

 
 
       Very truly yours,    
       ERS Consultants, Inc. 
 

        
       David Griggs 
       Senior Scientist 
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